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Can you imagine getting up some morning only to find that you can no longer focus your eyes and see anything clearly?  Can you imagine if you had an outstanding career as an OB/GYN physician and you suddenly don’t feel well.  You go to the doctor and he diagnose is that you have MS.  Then can you imagine that several weeks later you wake up and find that you can no longer see anything because the disease has traveled to your eyes.  Your world has just been turned upside down.  How do you go on? How do you continue life?  That is where the Leader Dog Program can come in.  Your world can be turned back to a life that can bring socialization, love, and adventure for anyone that can become affected by blindness or becomes deaf.
Our donations as a Multiple District helped in graduating 170 training class of Leader Dogs. Each has recently completed an extensive 26-day training with his or her human partner, a person that is blind, or Deaf-Blind and who will now be able to travel safely and confidently, and to live more fully and independently. However, that training was only the last step in the process of becoming a Leader Dog.

As you may know, Leader Dogs have all of the personality of the most lovable pets, but they are so much more than pets. They have had comprehensive and specialized training, but they are not ordinary guide dogs.   Leader Dogs are specially bred to do this heroic work…
from a stock of really great dogs who’ve got the right temperament, intelligence and drive. 

Leader Dog puppies spend a little over a year in the nurturing home of dedicated volunteer Puppy Raisers, who teach them good canine citizenship and socialization.  Then it’s back to the Leader Dog facility in Rochester for months of guide dog training before ever meeting the human partner that they will guide, protect and love for the next 8 to 10 years.

If you have not personally witnessed how this team can produce the outstanding changes in the lives of a blind and Deaf-Blind individual.  It is beyond anything you can imagine.  Fear becomes confidence and anger becomes cooperation. 
A woman who has never ventured off her block alone becomes secure enough to explore her city; a man who has hidden himself away for years, opens up to the wonders of life in the outside world that Leader Dogs offers him….a woman who is finally able to navigate to her workplace in a timely and dependable fashion receives raises, promotions and more fulfilling assignments. And all of this life changing impact is provided completely free of charge.

Individuals are given full training, education and are provided transportation to and from the Leader Dog facility as well as room and board during their teamwork training.  This way no one is denied an opportunity to be able to change their lives to the better.

This is done by our generous donations from lions clubs, individuals as well as special legacy donations.     

This past year several clubs and districts supported Leader Dogs.  One district received an award for 100% club giving.  I would like to congratulate District F for receiving the 100% Club Giving Award
Our Multiple District donated a total of $20,128.51 to Leader Dogs for the 2010-2011 year.
I would like to set a goal to donate at leas $25,000 this coming year.  This can be done by encouraging your Leader Dog chairpersons to get out and about to all of your clubs and suggest that they possibly set this program as a special budget item in their club budget or by simply asking for a donation during your visitations.
You may want to consider buying a brick for a special club member or for your club when you donate $250 and you can also purchase a larger brick for $500.  There are other awards your club can purchase such as a Founder’s Tribute for a donation of $500.  Please contact me for more information on the above.  

I am looking forward to receiving all of your donations.  As your MD 19 Leader Dog Chairperson, I will forward all of the donations to Leader Dogs with a special spreadsheet of the club giving, etc.  Please forward any donations to me by mail at:  Carol Whitman, Leader Dog Chairperson,  1501 Whitman Road, Pullman. WA  99163.

Looking forward to a wonderful year and your donations to a worthwhile cause.  Keep in mind how many individuals that are out there in the dark just waiting to see the light and life we can provide them through our generous donations. 

Yours in lionism,

Carol A. Whitman. MD-19 Leader Dog Chairperson  

